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Circus arts combines elite level movement with artistic expression, straddling the
worlds of both arts and sports. The circus sector is rapidly thriving and expanding,
there are a growing number of circus hubs in both cities and rural communities across
Aotearoa. Creating a national strategy to support and grow pathways for rangatahi will
stabilise and focus this growth, providing long-term impact.  

By undergoing the sector-wide co-design of a national strategy for youth, we will;
Unify the circus sector, growing networks for young people engaged in circus,
elevating their experience of entering society and the workforce. 
Grow, highlight and increase the valuable contribution of circus arts to the
development of young people in Aotearoa.
Make circus a bountiful space for rangatahi to engage in active recreation by
strengthening the circus arts sector’s capacity and connection.

This project will have a lasting impact on circus arts in Aotearoa. Th
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SNAPSHOT
OF CIRCUS
Circus: embodying active recreation

Our sector currently estimates;
Over 250 speciality teachers of
circus arts, over 95% of whom have
had consent pedagogy training. 
Over 120 circus centres across
Aotearoa.
Over 1200+ taiohi actively engaged
in circus training and/or activities
each week.
Approximately 20 schools that
host or engage in circus training for
their taiohi.
Over 1000+ performance
opportunities each year. 

Acrobatics, aerials, juggling, hula
hoop, balance arts, clowning,
theatre, and more. The world of
circus is rich with movement,
creativity, and connection.

Currently around Aotearoa,
rangatahi connect with each other
through regular recreational circus
classes, in-school programmes,
youth performance opportunities,
and pre-professional pathways
that support growth from first
steps to centre stage. 

part of our $13
billion creative
sector
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non-competitive environment, focused on growth and personal
exploration. Its wide variety of physical disciplines means there’s always
something new to discover; a skill to master, a fear to overcome, a joy to
share, and all within the celebration of individual expression. 

Circus nourishes both body and mind by building in rangatahi;
Physical skills & confidence
Social connection & teamwork
Emotional intelligence 
Creative imagination
Grit, determination and the pedagogy of play

When we practice circus we create inclusive communities in real time,
coming together to create art that tells important shared stories, and
fosters connection and communication.
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Tūhono Mai ! Get involved !

                        Visit https://anzca.co.nz/rangatahi/ for comprehensive
project information.

                         Reach out to any member of our team with questions:
Carlene Newall de Jesus (Project Lead) rangatahi@anzca.co.nz
Eve Gordon (Advocacy) info@anzca.co.nz
Tania Bracey-Brown (Infrastructure) chair@anzca.co.nz

"Circus saved my life. It gave
me everything that I have,
and now I get to give it to
other people which is kind of
insanely the best thing ever”

Learn more. 

Connect.

Please reach out if you’d like to hear more about the project, or be involved.

https://anzca.co.nz/rangatahi/

